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SECTION A (20 questions/1 mark each) 
Multiple Choice 
Answer these questions on the sheet provided at the end of the examination paper 


QUESTION 1 
Australia’s sheep population and wool production has: 
a. Increased significantly over the last 20 years 
b. Decreased significantly over the last 20 years 
c. Has remained steady over the last 20 years 
d. Has increased significantly over the last 20 years and is now expected to decrease 


QUESTION 2 
Australia is the largest exporter of live sheep with the main market being: 
a. New Zealand 
b. United States of America 
c. The Middle East 
d. China 


QUESTION 3 
What factors need to be considered when determining the best time to shear? 
a. Position of break 
b. Lambing time 
c. Stage of pasture growth 
d. All of the above. 


QUESTION 4 
When are indirect selection criteria more effective than direct selection criteria for genetic 
improvement of fleece characteristics? 

a. When they have a lower heritability 

b. They are more expensive to measure 

c. When they are strongly genetically correlated with the traits of interest 

d. None of the above 


QUESTION 5 
Which of the following is NOT a type of blowfly strike? 
a. Breech strike 
b. Body strike 
c. Pizzle strike 
d. Muzzle strike 
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QUESTION 6 


Restriction of nutrition in the pre-natal period can influence future wool production by: 
a. Reducing the number of secondary follicles formed 
b. Reduce the number of primary follicles formed 
c. Increase the S/P ratio 
d. Increase the proportion of mature follicles at birth 


QUESTION 7 
Pregnancy and lactation can 
a. Increase the amount of wool produced 
b. Reduce staple strength 
c. Increase fibre diameter 
d. None of the above 


QUESTION 8 
Production of feeder lambs has a number of benefits including: 
a. Opportunity for traditional wool producers to diversify 
b. Increased income as lambs are turned off earlier 
c. Reduced risk as demand only exists for short periods of the year 
d. Increased costs as lambs need mulesing, crutching and jetting 


QUESTION 9 
Opportunistic lamb or sheep feedlotting generally occurs when: 
a. Prices are low for lamb and grain 
b. Prices are high for lamb but low for grain 
c. Prices are high for lamb and grain 
d. Seasonal conditions are good 


QUESTION 10 
The most popular method for selling both lambs and sheep is via: 


a. Forward contracts 

b. Saleyard auction 

c. AuctionsPlus 

d. Paddock sales 
QUESTION 11 


Tender stretching refers to hanging carcasses by the pelvis H-bone and is done to: 
a. Help important muscles to shorten 
b. Improve loin tenderness 
c. Reduce the space required to store carcasses 
d. Improve topside tenderness 


WOOL300, Trimester 3 2014 
QUESTION 12 


Why are ASBVs useful to sheep breeders? 
a. They rank animals on their ability to produce superior progeny for key performance traits 
b. They provide a definitive value as to how progeny will perform 
c. They account for any physical defects of the sire 
d. They provide a subjective measurement of breeding stock 


QUESTION 13 
Selection indexes are useful for sheep breeders because: 
a. They combine several traits to give one value reflecting the performance of a sheep to a 
breeder’s objectives 
Make it simpler for breeders and buyers to purchase rams according to their objectives 
Make it easier to select effectively for two or more traits that may have antagonistic genetic 
correlations 
d. Allof the above 


QUESTION 14 
Which of these is not an impact of disease on the economics of a sheep enterprise: 
a. Reduced production of wool or meat 
b. Increased cost of control for the disease 
c. Loss of market opportunity 
d. Increased cost to buy replacement stock 


QUESTION 15 
The most important diseases for the Australian sheep industry are: 


a. Internal parasites, Flystrike, Lice 

b. Internal parasites, Lice, Ovine Johnes Disease 

c. External parasites, Ovine Johnes Disease, Dystocia 

d. External parasites, Pregnancy Toxaemia, Ovine Johnes Disease 
QUESTION 16 


What are some of the important factors to consider when supplementary feeding? 
a. How much and how often to feed 
b. What to feed 
c. How many animal to feed 
d. Allof the above 


QUESTION 17 
Which of the following does not need to be considered when designing a husbandry calendar? 
a. Pasture growth and availability 
b. Joining time 
c. Building a new shearing shed 
d. Labour demands for other enterprises 
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QUESTION 18 


Why is it important to consider all factors in the profit equation when setting up a production system? 
a. All factors are interdependent 
b. Maximising one factor will maximise profit 
c. Per head production is more important than per hectare production 
d. Only a Merino production system will provide the greatest profit 


QUESTION 19 
The three main sheep production environments in Australia are classified as: 
a. Low rainfall zone, sheep zone and pastoral zone 
b. High rainfall zone, sheep-wheat zone and pastoral zone 
c. Medium rainfall zone, wheat zone and pastoral zone 
d. High rainfall zone, sheep zone and pastoral zone 


QUESTION 20 
Which two are key performance indicators for wool production enterprises? 
a. Mortality rate 
b. Clean fleece weight 
c. Price received per kg of wool 
d. Growth rate 
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SECTION B (6 questions/10 marks each) 
Short answer 
Answer all six questions in the answer books provided 


QUESTION 21 
List 5 wool quality measures and how they impact on the price received for wool. 


QUESTION 22 
List 5 quality assurance activities that can be performed on farm for lamb production and explain how 
they may add value to the production system. 


QUESTION 23 
How does lice infestation impact on the quality and quantity of wool produced and how can it be 
controlled? 


QUESTION 24 
List and briefly describe the main elements of grazing management. 


QUESTION 25 
What are the main causes of lamb loss in the first week after birth and how can lambing be managed 
to reduce these losses? 


QUESTION 26 
Write short notes on the major steps involved in the slaughter of sheep and lambs. 
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SECTION C (2 questions/20 marks each) 
Long answer 


Answer any two of these questions in the answer books provided 


QUESTION 27 

How has the structure of the Australian sheep industry changed over the last 20 years? Outline the 
changes that are likely to occur in the next 10 years and what problems these may present to 
individual growers and the sheep industry as a whole. 


QUESTION 28 

What are the key profit drivers for sheep enterprises and how do they differ between wool and 
sheepmeat enterprises? Include in your answer the key variables in the profit equation and how they 
relate to sheep enterprises. 


QUESTION 29 

Describe how and why the husbandry calendar for a sheep property in the New England Tablelands of 
New South Wales would differ to that of a sheep property in South East South Australia. Include 
examples in your answer. 


QUESTION 30 


How can precision sheep management be incorporated into a current Merino breeding enterprise? 
What are some of the tools that could be used? What are the benefits of using PSM in this enterprise? 


FESS TAR END eee reece 


Please remember - This examination question paper MUST BE HANDED IN. Failure to do so may 
result in the cancellation of all marks for this examination. 
Writing your name and number on the front will help us confirm that your paper has been returned. 
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MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS ANSWER SHEET - SECTION A 


(SHEET MAY BE REMOVED FROM EXAMINATION PAPER) 
Please circle the letter(s) that represent the most correct answer against the appropriate 
question number on the table 


1. a b c d 
2. a b c d 
Bs a b c d 
4. a b c d 
5. a b c d 
6. a b c d 
7. a b c d 
8. a b c d 
9. a b c d 
10. a b c d 
11 a b c d 
12. a b c d 
13. a b c d 
14. a b c d 
15. a b c d 
16. a b c d 
17. a b c d 
18. a b c d 
19. a b c d 
20. a b c d 


